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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

The Student Women's Christian Fellowship 

No really fine and lasting work is done in the world which has 
not its foundation in the spiritual side of human nature. Just now, 
when the world is so perplexed and troubled, when the problems of 
industry, politics, capital and labor are more difficult than were the 
war-time problems, there is greater need than ever for developing the 
spiritual side of human nature which alone can cope with such ques- 
tions with any hope of success. 

Nurses are peculiarly placed in regard to higher things. Their 
work appeals to the very best that is in them, and if they respond 
to the appeal, if they see the opportunity it gives them to minister to 
mind and soul, as well as to the suffering body, their own souls will 
grow, and they can become bigger, broader human beings, even though 
they are cut off from the inspiration of regular attendance at church 
and can hardly take time or thought for private devotion. On the 
other hand, if a student nurse has never had the spiritual side of her 
nature developed, if she is a little inclined to vulgarity, if she is 
naturally selfish, her work makes no deep appeal, and she may become 
more coarse, more frivolous, more desirous of personal ease, and 
later, more commercial. 

Everything that will help keep the inner life alive is much to be 
desired in our nurses' schools, and there has often been nothing but 
prefunctory morning prayers to remind the students of their higher 
obligations. The Young Women's Christian Association is working 
among both students and graduates in some places ; the Guild of St. 
Barnabas and the Kings' Daughters fill the gap in other localities; 
but there is still room for the Student Women's Fellowship which 
has been so successful in Chicago and which might well be intro- 
duced in other cities where there are great numbers of students. 

The Fellowship is intended for all students and faculty mem- 
bers, not for nurses alone, and that is, in itself, a good thing. In 
Chicago, over eighty institutions are represented, from fourteen pro- 
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fessions, such as art, music, kindergarten, social service, medicine, 
nursing, law, dentistry, dramatic art, domestic science, etc. The 
women from all these schools find points of vital contact and a mutual 
need of greater faith and higher service. 

The educational institution is the unit, not the individual, and 
when such an institution joins the fellowship, every student, faculty 
member and alumna is given the rights and privileges of member- 
ship. 

No individual dues are required. Each school is asked to give 
a yearly subscription of fifty cents per capita; but some give more 
than this and some less. 

There are no elections of ofiicers in the schools, but the head of 
the institution selects "key women" who form the Council women 
from that school. These direct the Fellowship work in their own 
institutions and meet several times a year in Executive Council with 
the leaders from the other schools. 

Instead of standing committees doing uniform work, there are 
special committees suited to the needs of each school. 

The Director of the Fellowship gives her whole time to the work, 
to the needs of the schools and of the individuals. 

Fellowship Circles are being held somewhere in the city every 
Sunday and every week night. Twice a year great mass meetings 
are held in Fullerton Hall in the Art Institute, with noted speakers. 
The calendar of all Fellowship activities is posted in each school and 
every student or faculty member has a warm invitation to each circle. 

A pin, designed by the Art Institute, is a reminder of the object 
of the Fellowship and is an introduction between students in Chicago, 
and may be elsewhere, as the work broadens and the students become 
scattered. Student nurses are allowed to wear it on their uniforms. 

It is hoped before long to have five hundred Chicago women as 
Fellowship patronesses, who will open their homes to this enormous 
body of women away from home. 

We hope that other cities may adopt this same plan of caring 
for its transitory student population. 

Rank for Nurses 

If nurses who have served overseas feel moved to reply to any 
part of Miss Stimson's paper, published in this issue, we suggest that 
instead of writing to this Journal, they send such communications 
directly to the counsel of the Committee to Secure Rank, Mrs. Helen 
Hoy Greeley, 717 Woodward Building, Washington, D. C. 

In the extracts given from the hearings before the Sub-Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs of the U. S. Senate, a statement is quoted as 
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made by Sara E. Parsons, one of our best known training school 
superintendents, that Miss Stimson, previous to her appointment as 
chief nurse of the American Red Cross, was serving with the British 
Expeditionary Forces, and we can confirm this statement from other 
reliable sources and from her own book. She therefore had no service 
as a subordinate in the American Expeditionary Forces, 

All sides of every question that has to do with the securing of 
rank for nurses need to be considered without rankle or animosity, 
and we should bear in mind that this whole effort for rank is to pre- 
vent the possibility of another group of nurses being called upon to 
endure unnecessary indignities or avoidable hardship when called 
into the service of the Government. 

Every woman in the profession who has an opinion on this sub- 
ject, for or against, should get into line and make her wishes known, 
not only to Mrs. Greeley, but to her representatives in Congress, be- 
cause this question cannot be thrashed out fairly until the wishes of 
the women who have served are known. 

We are very glad to give space to this paper of Miss Stimson's, 
which we have endeavored to consider with an open mind, as in a 
magazine of this kind all sides of such vitally important problems 
should be presented. 

American Conference on Hospital Service 
Mention was made in the pages of the May Journal of the con- 
ference held in Chicago in April last, called by the president of the 
American Medical Association, for the formation of an organization 
which should have for its object the improvement and development 
of hospitals and hospital service of this country. The second meet- 
ing of this Hospital Conference was held in conjunction with the 
American Hospital Association in Cincinnati on September 9-12, and 
the organization completed. It is composed of fifteen organizations, 
among which our three national societies, the American Nurses' As- 
sociation, the League of Nursing Education and the National Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nursing have representation, as follows: 
American Association of Industrial Physicians and Surgeons, Amer- 
ican Association of Hospital Social Service Workers, American Col- 
lege of Surgeons, American Hospital Association, American Medical 
Association, American Nurses' Association, Association of American 
Medical Colleges, Catholic Hospital Association of U. S. A. and Can- 
ada, Federation of State Medical Boards of U. S., International Com- 
pensation Board, Medical Department of U. S. Army, Medical De- 
partment of U. S. Navy, National League of Nursing Education, Na- 
tional Organization for Public Health Nursing and U. S. Public Health 
Service. 
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The election of a President was postponed. The other officers 
are : First vice-president, Dr. A. A. Warner, Cleveland ; second vice- 
president, Clara D. Noyes, Washin^on, D. C. ; treasurer, Lieutenant 
Colonel Harry E. Mock, Washington, D. C. ; Board of Trustees, Dr. 
John G. Bowman, Chicago ; Dr. S. S. Goldwater, New York City ; 
Edna G. Henry, Indianapolis; Dr. John M. Dodson, New Orleans; 
Colonel James D. Glennan, United States Army ; Dr. David A. Strick- 
ler, Denver, and Dr. Roger Morris, St. Louis. 

One of the papers read at the meeting of the Nursing Section of 
the American Hospital Association which was of special interest to 
nurses was Miss Logan's account of the organization of the Training 
School of the Cincinnati General Hospital in connection with the 
University of Cincinnati, both the hospital and the University being 
city institutions. A visit to the hospital later by the women super- 
intendents present must have convinced many of the members, as it 
did us, that the establishment of this training school and the manner 
in which it has been developed is one of the greatest educational 
achievements in nursing which we have seen in many years. 

The meetings were of the usual order of interest and will be 
fully reported in the official organ of the Association, The Modern 
Hospital. 

Progress of State Registration 
Florida has enacted a new law for the registration of nurses 
which is to be found in this issue of the Journal. The Board of Ex- 
aminers is to be composed of nurses appointed by the Governor and 
provision is made for the inspection of training schools by the secre- 
tary of the board. Provision is also made for non-graduates who 
may be examined and licensed as attendants. It is unlawful for any 
person to practice as a trained nurse within the state without having 
obtained a license or permit; registration is, therefore, compulsory. 
There is provision for reciprocity. 

In the list of states published recently in these columns as having 
compulsory registration, we failed to include North Carolina, which 
now has a compulsory law. 

Victimized Subscribers 
We hope all our readers will notice the letter published in this 
issue of the Journal from "M. R.," giving her experience with a 
fraudulent magazine solicitor. We have repeatedly warned nurses 
to beware of unauthorized subscription agents. We have no young 
men in the field who are authorized to solicit for us, though subscrip- 
tions are forwarded to this office by the following well known sub- 
scription agencies: Crowley, Moore-Cottrel, Franklin Square, 
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Hanson Bennett, American News Company, Mutual, and Miss Pattee. 
Most of our soliciting is done by nurses, who can always show a letter 
of authority from this office. 

The "American Promotion Association," to which "M. R." refers, 
does not reply to communications sent to the address given on its 
printed slip, either in Montreal or New York, and no money has ever 
been received in this office from that Association, although we regret 
to say great numbers of nurses have paid their money to this im- 
postor and have lost it. The responsibility is not ours, but we are 
exceedingly sorry for those nurses who have been the losers through 
misplaced confidence in a stranger. 

Officers of nursing associations should take occasion to warn 
their members not to give subscriptions to any stranger without 
definite assurance that his claims are genuine. 

To Avon) Duplication 

We are receiving many letters from nurses just relieved from 
national service asking about their eligibility for a bonus, whether 
they may wear a service button, etc. It would be a saving of time if 
such questions were referred directly to the chief nurses of the Army 
or the Navy. 

In regard to securing positions, we would again call the attention 
of our readers to the Bureau of Information established by the Amer- 
ican Red Cross at 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 

The Interstate Secretaey 

The Interstate Secretary, Miss Eldredge, is now in the state of 
Washington and will, during the next two months, be in Oregon, 
Idaho, Utah, California, and Arizona. States or local associations 
wishing a visit from her this year should make the fact known as 
early as possible so that there may be no duplication of travel or un- 
necessary expense. 

The Journal Index 

The Index for Volume XIX of the Journal is published as a sep- 
arate pamphlet which may be had on request from the Journal office. 



